
I CAN’T REPLACE

I REPLACE!

Can I replace the use of 
animals for my project?
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 REDUC E

I REDUCE AND REFINE!Can I reduce the 
number of animals?

Around 8 million
animals are used
each year in Europe,
including:

To refine:
Improve

animal
welfare and 
minimize pain

What can I do?
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www.fc3r.com/en

The 3Rs principle evolves over time to align animal welfare with          
society's expectations and needs. It is constantly enriched by new 

values, new Rs and Vs such as Responsibility of       
researchers, scientific Validity, Robustness and     
Reproductibility of results, etc.

MORE AND MORE "Rs"

D A T A  S O U R C E :  E U R O P E A N  U N I O N  -  Y E A R  2 0 2 2
I N F O G R A P H Y  D E S I G N E D  A N D  I L L U S T R A T E D  B Y  N O Y A  B R O I S E

In Europe, experiments on vertebrates and cephalopods are ethically assessed and authorized 
by national competent authorities. They are supervised in laboratories by animal welfare 

experts.
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before human clinical trials

K E Y  D A T E S

The ethical principle of the 3Rs consists in finding alternatives to animal experimentation 
(Replace), using fewer animals (Reduce) and ensuring their welfare (Refine), in order to     
advance science and improve health for all.

THE 3Rs PRINCIPLE
TO ANSWER A SCIENTIFIC QUESTION, I APPLY




